
 

 
 
 
This year’s AMEPS conference was set against the idyllic back drop of Bohol island- a province of the 
Philippines located in the Central Visayas region. As a regional organization for EPS recycling in Asia, 
AMEPS (inaugurated in Tokyo, Japan in 1995) is represented by 12 members from Asia and the 
Oceania regions, (including EPSA). The major area of work that AMEPS has been actively involved in, 
is the establishment and promotion of EPS recycling associations within each member country, with 
the goal of increasing recycling of EPS across Asia and the Oceania region; a focus closely aligned 
with EPSA’s activity on the local front.  
 
The opening of the conference started with a relaxed beach front dinner, where delegates were able 
to intermingle and meet, some for the first time, others embracing like old friends. There was a 
surprising mix of old heads and youth, and although varied in their opinions on certain issues, it was 
great to see some fresh thinking on recurring industry issues across the dinner table. As the delegate 
from Australia, and my first experience representing EPSA in this space, I took solace in the fact that 
manufacturers globally are faced with near identical challenges experienced in our local markets on 
the recycling front. Deselection, and the disseminating of the misinformed was a common discussion 
topic, hotly debated over a few beverages.   
 
Formal proceedings on the Saturday morning were opened by the member for Japan, Mr Michihiro 
Tekaeda (the current and re-appointed Secretary General). Mr Tekaeda diligently pawed over the 
financial report for 2016, leaving the delegation with no doubt on the fiscally responsible way in 
which the associations business had been conducted. 2017 nominations for the board and ratifying 
Australia as the host country for 2017 were agenda items of significance. Notably, Terry Mischefski 
(the representative for New Zealand) and I, were able to successfully lobby the board to financially 
contribute to the 2017 conference to be held in Australia which was an unexpected outcome.  
 
The afternoon session was notably represented by Hirsch machinery company who presented on 
their new innovations recently unveiled at this year’s Kaye Exhibition in Germany. On the Asian 
front, Fang Yuan presented an informative talk on their company and their new machinery mix, and 
closing out the session; it was interesting to hear from a ‘EPS waste to energy’ machine 
manufacturer from Japan. They discussed in depth this technology and its progress in Japan, who are 
at the forefront in this space from within the Asian region. 
 
The expectation on what Australia beholds in 2017 was worthy of note with most, if not all delegates 
and external presenters very keen to contribute and be involved. The EPSA board is certainly up to 
the challenge if early confirmations and preparations are anything to go by and we are certainly 
looking forward to delivering in terms of informative content for our members.  
 
In summary – although stooped in tradition, and at times repetitiveness, AMEPS holds a place for 
the time being, and I urge all members and guest to get behind the 2017 conference in Australia. 
 


