
 

 

Update on EPS Recycling 

As we approach the end of the 2016, there has been a lot of change and challenge within the EPS recycling 

sector. 

As you are no doubt aware, a strong EPS resource recovery, re-use and recycling sector is critical to the on-

going success of the EPS manufacturing industry to maintain good credentials in the area of sustainability. 

There are many market forces that encourage our manufacturers to support customers and provide advice 

around the recovery and recycling of finished product and indeed the formation of REPSA a couple of decades 

ago was instigation by the need for an industry-wide recycling network to assist the supermarkets in EPS 

recovery of packaging. 

As a snapshot, here are some of the critical sustainability activities EPSA is currently working on with numerous 

stakeholders . 

 

Recycling in Victoria 

The recycling network in Victoria has undergone significant change.  Two of the recognised EPS recyclers have 

closed their respective businesses due to the difficult economic environment. EPSA has been assisting both 

these businesses during 2016 to try and navigate through a transition phase. 

We have been actively engaged with the Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group (MWRRG) and 

Sustainability Victoria (State Government) as part of their Implementation Plan and continue to form an active 

working party to map out the EPS supply and recycling chain and initiative s to reduce the flow of EPS to 

landfill.  

In parallel there are several waste management organisations working with EPSA to explore longer term 

financially viable solutions to provide a strong recycling network. Several meetings are planned for early 2017 

to design and implement new trials for EPS recovery. 

Please contact EPSA if you would like a summary of the plan. 

 

Recycling in NSW 

 

The long term affiliation with “The Colossal Box Company” in Sydney has come to an end with the Company 

closing down.  Frank Colossimo , the owner / operator of the company, was one of the first to participate with 

REPSA to provide an on-site EPS recycling service at the Sydney Markets and he and his family have been 

staunch supporters of EPS and the recycling network. The Board of EPSA would like to recognise Frank and the 

Colossal Box Company for the many years of diligent work and support that has been provided. 

A new Company – EPS NSW- is in the process of starting up in Frank’s location and we look forward to 

maintaining an on-going relationship with the new Company. 

 

 



 

 

 

Australian Packaging Covenant 

EPSA is a signatory to the APC.  This is a voluntary affiliation as our industry is not considered a “brand owner” 

who are mandatory signatories. 

The APC has itself underdone significant change in 2016 with a new CEO, a new team and a new Business Plan. 

Each state Government has endorsed the continuation of the self –regulatory mechanism of packaging 

sustainability with new guidelines under development. 

There are a number of critical projects to re-evaluate the “measurement” side of resource recovery and 

recycling underway with the APC and within our own Action Plan for 2016/17 . 

Please contact EPSA if you would like a copy of the plan. 

 

Plastics Industry /development  

EPSA has been actively involved with the wider industry groups such as the Society of Plastics Engineers ( SPE ) 

and the  Plastics and Chemicals Industry  Association to maintain a collective voice representing the EPS 

industry in a dynamics market.  EPSA was recently invited to present to an International Conference hosted by 

the SPE in Melbourne to talk about current EPS recycling, Sustainability and industry awareness. 

The audience and co-presenters included state governments, waste management companies, academia and 

experts in state-of-the-art plastics recycling technology. 

The global trends and challenges were discussed at great depth and EPSA was able to demonstrate the 

strength of our industry, sustainability credentials and work through some “myth-busting” issues that were 

mis-representing our industry. 

This provided a great opportunity to set the record straight and provide a true balance of the benefits our 

industry provides 

As always, it remains very important to have a presence in these forums as wider policies and initiative can 

gather momentum that we want to ensure incorporate our industry views to ultimately support our industry. 

A summary of the Conference details and EPSA presentation is available upon request. 

 

Graham Attwood 

 


