
 

           EPSA Newsletter Items – July 2017 

1.  The Victorian Senate Enquiry into “banning of plastic bags” progressed to a public 

hearing. The proposals included a significant restriction of EPS packaging for fruit and 

vegetables that was all-encompassing and effectively introduced a ban on all such 

EPS packaging. This would include fruit and vegetable EPS boxes based on the first 

draft of the proposal. 

EPSA submitted a comprehensive objection to the proposals and attended a public 

hearing in Melbourne at Parliament House to present the objection details and 

answer questions from the Senate Committee to validate and substantiate the 

objection. This included the negative potential impact on business, jobs, and the 

indirect and unforeseen impact on damaging the fruit and vegetable supply chain 

within Victoria and more broadly across the Country. 

The great news is that the Senate committee have provided feedback that indicates 

that the EPS packaging component restrictions will not be proceeding based on the 

EPSA advocacy and submission. 

Becher Townshend and Graham Attwood attended the public hearing.  Please feel 

free to contact either if you would like further information. 

 

 

2. The ACT government has initiated a project to examine best options for dealing with 

EPS packaging (boxes, white and brown goods packaging) within the ACT which has 

now been identified as one of the “problem materials” for waste management. 

There are concerns that have been raised around impact on marine environments 

and impact on landfill capacity.  EPSA was invited to participate in a stakeholder 

workshop to examine options and possible directions to look at resource recovery 

alternatives, best practice and also the impact of de-selection of EPS should the ACT 

government enact a specific piece of legislation (the Waste Management and 

Resource Recovery Act 2016) which gives strong powers of decision to the Ministry. 

The options ranged from a “do-nothing” approach (which was dismissed 

immediately) through to the other extreme of “banning” of EPS packaging within 

ACT (with several more practical approaches in-between). 

This will be an ongoing work in progress to develop the pros and cons of workable 

options. EPSA is engaged with the ACT government and the various stakeholders to 

ensure the best outcomes are achieved in a practical way to support local business 

and ensure that unrealistic and unbalanced views do not take precedent. Please 

contact Graham Attwood for further information. 

 



 

3.  The Australian Packaging Covenant has been endorsed by the State environment 

Ministers for a further 5 years. This places increased reporting and improvement 

plan obligations on all packaging users within Australia. This has indirect roll-through 

impacts on the EPS packaging industry. 

The work that has been on-going with government and external agencies such as the 

Australia Packaging Covenant has allowed EPSA to generate a much higher profile as 

a “go-to” organisation for all things EPS-related. APC has asked EPSA to participate, 

lead and contribute to the formulation of a set of EPS “issues” documents, guidelines 

and directions papers that allow the industry views to be considered at an early 

stage in EPSA packaging-related developments. 

 

4. The dramatic and tragic events of the recent Grenfell London fire have significantly 

accelerated the Australian Government Senate Inquiry into non-conforming building 

products. 

EPSA has submitted a detailed submission to the Senate Inquiry providing the EPSA 

perspective on the need to establish and re-inforce high standards of compliance for 

EPS building products. 

The public hearing phase of the inquiry has recently occurred in Sydney and EPSA 

was invited to attend to present the submission in front of the Inquiry Committee 

comprising Senators Nick Xenophon, Kim Carr and Chris Ketter. 

Graham Attwood attended the hearing and can be contacted for further 

information. 

Related to the Senate inquiry is the formation of the Victorian Cladding Task Force 

announced in July by Premier Andrews. This Task Force is focussed on the root 

causes and actions necessary following the Lacrosse Docklands fire in 2012 which 

also involved cladding.  EPSA has initiated contact with the Task Force to provide an 

EPS industry point of contact to advise on EPS background and EPS cladding-related 

issues. 

 

In summary, there are numerous issues currently underway nationally and from State to 

State which are all associated with regulatory developments. The good news is that EPSA is 

participating on a pro-active basis and providing a critical industry perspective to influence 

the direction of any substantial policy and procedural change. 


